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(54) DEVICE AND METHOD FOR CHARACTER INPUT 

(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To reduce mistaken input operation by temporarily displaying 
an arbitrarily selected character in a temporary character display area 
until the optional character selected in a character selection area is 
defined as a definite character. 

CONSTITUTION: A control part 7 displays various image data from a 
memory 6 on a display unit 1 through a display control part 4, coordinate 
data corresponding to the image displayed on the display unit 1 are 
obtained through a touch panel 1 and a coordinate detection part 5 f and 
input operation is performed. On the display screen of the display unit 1, 
a character selection area on the lower right side, a selected character 
specification display area at the lower center part, and an execution key 
and a clear key on the lower left side, and a definite character display 
area at the upper part are displayed. Then the arbitrarily selected 
character selected in the character selection area is temporarily 
displayed in the selected character specification display area outside the 
character selection area at least during the period before it is defined as 
a definite character. A user confirms this temporary display and moves 
back to the character input selecting operation again or carries on the 
input operation. 
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